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CHIEF OLIN WiLL 
SO PLEASED! LET 
ME SEE, WHAT SHALL T 
TEM HIM =... 


2 
THAT PSYCHOPATHIC 
AMNESIAC Си WE 
WERE HOLDINGO F WELL, 
т/м SFRAID HE'S SORT 
SCAPE! 


CALIGARIS 
HOME FOR THE 
TERMINALLY 


| BEWILDERED 


THE FIQMENTS OF SOME 
GAME MATHERS سك‎ 
ATION 
| TMS 15 THE WORLD OF 
DUANE e 


ANY MONKEY SPEAK ТО, 


IN HS OFFICE RIGHT ME THAT WAY И 
NOW // 


TS су 

FOR YOU, YOURE 

THE CAT,,, E 

[ IT LOOKS PRETTY 
CONVINCING: то 


МЕ... 
WAITING. «+ 


| WAVE А NUCLEAR 
MISSILE IN MY PAG 
Yeu KNOW í 


то 
EVE 72/46 15 REALY | 
А NUCLEAR MISSILE .., 


1 
MONTHS IN À TRAUMA" 
INDUCED СОМА " 


мех? жа: HAN NOT TO LOSE VOLI MERI IW OFFIOULT SITUATIONS. 


SIX MONTHS’ WAIT? 
British viewers may have to wait six months before 
they can see the new series of Red Dwarf. The BBC 
‘ariginally wanted to show Red Dwarf V! m April, 
which forced Grant Naylor Productions into o very 
my ye gy 
i say 
the new series in the Autumn (which wos what Grant 
Maylor were trying to persuade them to do in the 
first place!) 
In the meantime, fons will have to satisfy themselves 
with a repeat of Red Dwarf V ої pm on Friday 
fights on BBC 2 (which is being shown at the 
moment over seven weeks because of having to 
bronk for Comic Relief) and the Smegazien's 
tantalizing details of the now series... 


A WHOLE SERIES OF 
RED DWARF WITHOUT 


RED DWARF! 

The new series of Red Dwarf in production at the 
moment is set almost entirely on Starbug and not on 
И atl m crew Ср aboard 

Яатбид and spend all six episodes trying to 
recapture Ged Dwarf, which hos been stolen from 
them. This explains why Hattie Neyridge isn't going 
to appear as Nolly Фа yeor - becouse there is no 
Holly and no Red Dwarf. The whole series is set two 
hundred yours after Series V, hut the crew don't 
appear to be any older. 


THE RETURN OF 
KOCHANSKI 

CP Grogan makes п return fo Red Dwarf as Lister's 
girlfriend, Bristine Bochonski, after several years’ 
gap. Lestar will gel to tolk to her, ond will be 
surprised ot what she has to tell him? 


EPISODES ONE AND TWO 
The first episode of the new senes has the working 
Tile of "Parens! ond в about o hideogs, but loving 
rote of insecteid monsters that encounter Lister, 
Rimmer, Cot ond Urnen. The working title of the 
second episede te be filmed is ‘Call Me Legion’. 


LOCATIONS 
The Bnd Dwarf team have spent the first week of 
pe w 

во 
station in [ees “ ena slap, enda [ш в 
Kent (which is apparently full of weder ond not very 


pleasant at eil) 


Onto other exciting news... 


RED DWARF FILM 
It's just been confirmed tkut American filmakers, 
Universal want to make о Red Dwarf mawe. Doug 
Hayler told the Smegozine: "This goes on and on, | 
regan اس‎ cl 
strip! they'll take it upstairs 10 the people to get 
the money [to make the film]. That’s the very latest 
on it, but they said it won't go into development, it 
will bo made. So whether that’s true or not, that's 
what they did soy when our egent went over there to 
ses them." Meanwhile, Poromount, the makers of 
Stor Trek, are also said fo he “having talks”. 


THURSDAY FILM 

‘As if hedging their bets on the film front, the 
creotors of Bed Darf, Rob Grant and Doug Naylor, 
hor wien fim ci caled The Thursday Han 
which looks os if it’s on the road to being made. 5 
sat ın tho future has o population of 
750 million and overcrowding в such o problem that 
people are only alowed out on the straats one day o 
week. Doug Naylor told News From the Dwarf: 
"There's some ampzing stories going around about 
“Thursday Мол“. The latest one is thot Steve Martin's 
directing И. That's quite fresh news, whether itl 
happen - who knows!” /, Steve Martin's 
actress wife, Мадона Tennant (wha appeared with 
hum ia LA Stary), read the script ond thought it would 


. he perfect for him to direct 


М told you the first series of Red 
fime we told you ‘series 
Dwarf would be out en video in March, ВВС 
Enterprises now say the release dote hos been put 
back until what mony SF fons coll Star Wors’ Doy - 
Hay (oie уа дъба send Ым 
on video loter in the year. 


THE MAKING OF.. 

‘Aso den to comp out sometime this уво (fingers 
crossed) is o video on the making of Bed Dwarf VI. 
А comeroman will be on-hand ta film all the juicier 
behind-the-scenes details while the series is being 
filmed. Meanwhile, o book en the making af Red 
Dwarf VL is in the pipetine as wel, to bo written by 
Smegazine writer, Joe Norzoro, 


COSTUMES UP FOR GRABS 
Some Red Dwarf costumes are expected to go on 
sele at an auction to he held on Saturday 31st July 
in Hertfordshire. Called (confusingly) Doctor Who: 


SERIES VI 
NEWS SPECIAL 


The Auction |], it will be selfing off props, costumes, 
гір, and artwork from, emong others, 
Doctor Wha ond Sed белгі. Ex-Dodor Who Colo. 
Baker, and stor uf The Crystal Maze, Richard O'Brien 
have agreed to attend (work permitting). To 
register, ond for more info, contact: Doctor Who:The 
Audion ||, 3 Donewny Gardens, Leiston, Suffolk, 
1Р76 4X. 


ОТТЕ 1 
Rothe Hoyridge is «fill very much in , despite 
ا ا‎ e d Sheis A 
appearing in two pil lio col grammes 
Bodio 4. ie gn кчт 
gameshow where she is one of tho panellists. They 
will be turned into series und 11000807 if Radio 4 
bosses lika what they hear. 


HOW MANY PEOPLE 


WATCHED WHAT 

After a first episode high of 7.4 million viewers, Chris 
Barrie's The Brittas Empire’ has slipped in the 
ше toon kr СМ million, with im ои 

episode getting 6.8 million - 0 su 

lost year when the series dita to round 9 min 
. M e 
programme is (mig 11 7. Н hos. 

ne es ee ka sea ES 
million 

Meanwhile, ‘Moid Morian and Нег Merry Men’ 
starring Danny John-Jules os Barrington is still 
ahead of Cyberzone in the ratings, but s sedly also 
losing viewers. Ws third episodi was watched 3 
million people, while ratings for the fourth episode 
fell to 2.7 million. 


And finally... 


THE SMEGAZINE GETS 
BIGGER AND BETTER 

There's goad news for all Smegozine readers next 
month as we expand fo forty-eight, oll-slossy poges. 
This means тоге comic strips, moru features, more 
шіні, mora interviews ond more fun. And becouse 
some of you heve trouble finding copres ot the 
moment, we're printing 60% more coples every 

month, ond we have а new distributor sending thera 
out fo even more shops - cll for the золе good-valye . 


price. 
With the Hew-Iniproved Smegazine we guarantee 
you won't west to swap your favourite mag for TWO 
pockets of your old washing powder, even at 40 
degroos! 


Jone ik 


ROBERT 
LLEWELLYN 


PART 2 


In the first part of Chris Howarth and Steve Lyone’ 


interview with Robert 


about playing the part of Kryten in the lil-fated Red 
Dwarf USA pilot. This month Robert discusses some 
of the other between-eeries work he has been 
doing over the lest year... 


THE SMEGAZINE: We've notced you оп 
quite a few things since Red Dwarf V, on 
КУТУ for instance, 


ROBERT LLEWELLYN: Oh, did you? Oh 
yeah of course the rabbit They cut that, it 
was really annoying, they cut some very 
funny stuff it was none of ту scnpt, | was 
just an actor in it, but at the last minute they 
cut some extremely funny, but very rude 
sequences out of that show The producers 
were furious when that one went out, they 
didn't know it hed been cut Basically | was 
sodomised by а сал! rabbit and | can't 
remember what else, there wes some other 
filthy thing in it, but the grant rabbit was the 
funniest thing you've ever seen — it was 
absolutely disgusting, the poor guy in the 
rabbit costuma was exhausted, he had to 
do all the work, | just had to bend over which 
was easy 

I've done quite a lot of bits and pieces, 
because I'm writing all the time | st па 
гоот alone and go quietly mad, so it's very 
nice. I've done Boon, Bottom — | was in 
Bottom this year with Rik Mayall and Ade 
Edmonson and that was just absurdly good 
fun, it wes like going back to school it was 
great just being rude and doing poo jokes 
— men in their mid-30s doing poo jokes — 
Гуе never had so much fun in my life And 
Ed Bye was directing it and Peter Wragg 
was doing the special effects, so there were 
а lot of people | knew which was very nice. 


they talked with him 


Тб: And what was it like doing Boon? 


AL: | was this prattish middle class arts 
centre administrator it wasn't a big part, but 
it was а lot of fun running around, falling over 
and getting attacked by dogs, things like 
that it was Just amazing to do that because 
they've done It 50 long — they're ever so 
nice, but they're so casual about it. I'm really 
bad at learning lines, but they'd just come 
In and do it no trouble at ай and l'm there 
pacing up and down going ‘Oh god am | 
going to get it right?" — very professional 
they were. 


TS: And of course you've got а book out 
based on The Reconstructed Heart? 


RL: Yes, it wes a bit of a thrill for me to see 
tt in bookshops 


Т9: it's your first book? 
RL: Yes 


ТЗ: How did that come about? Did they 
approach you after seeing it or was it 
something you'd been trying to seil? 


RL: | wanted to write it as a book onginally 
and | just thought no-one wouid buy it off 
me because they wouldn't believe Id do it 
So then | thought "Едо t аз a show, then 
it becarne a lecture — it was kind of along 


process over a couple of years. The show 
wes quie a success and | actually 
photocopied tha script and raduced it and 
had it bound, we used to sell it after the 
show and we sold hundreds — it was 
extraordinary The show did very well — 1 
did it at the Edinburgh festival then toured 
it around the country and | did it in Australia 
Quite a lot as well — then it was filmed a 
year or so ago. it went out in February and 
they approached me immediately after that, 
which is the best way to do it, I'm sure if 
Гаме gone to them they would've said "Оһ 
we're not interested, it doesn't fit in our list, 
or whatever publishers say They've just 
been so good because it was the first tme 
I've ever done it — they had a manuscript 
that was huga and much too long — the 
editor was excellent and it was kind of a 
privilege, | thnk, to get that Kind of attention 
to your wring She did it so carefully and 
would even rewrite sentences that Fd 
wntten, using all the same words in a much 
better onder, which made much more sense. 
it was very embarrassing юг ma and I'd just 
до ‘ooh, it's better isn't it?" 


TS: You used your own name rather 
than & pseudonym. 


RL: it's ші Robert Llewellyn 


TS: it wouldn't have been the same thrill 
seeing the book otherwise would it? 


RL: No. | wanted ту name on itl it’s got my 
face ай over it too, which | didn't really like, 
but that's the way it happened, their idea 


TS: You've або done From Volvo to 
Vulva. 


RL: From Volvo to Мама - The Male 
Journey to Understanding Women Yes, it's 
the follow on to The Reconstructed Heart 
Н was a two handed lecture with me and а 
woman called Mana McCurlane who was 
па play called An Evening with Gary 
Lineker which was here in the West End and 
15 now on Tour She's been in a lot of other 
stuff, she did а senes called Six-thirty 
Something on Channel 4 last year She's 
very funny and very rude — she's capable 
of being unbelievably filthy But this is really 
а lecture that's the story of a love affair and 
all the disasters that befall a love affair, but 
done as a two handed lecture, so there's the 
man saying ‘well this в what happens and 
this is how awful women are’ and а woman 
saying ‘This ia what happens, this is how 
awful men are’ And we have graphs to prove 
how awful woman or men are, 


T$: And you just did ıt for . 


RL: Just for three nights to try t out to see 
!f tt worked, and Ут glad to say Н did 
Because it was touch and go, rt could have 
been a disaster and been really offensive 
and annoyed people or upset them, but it 
made them isugh A lot of people закі it was 
better than The Reconstructed Heart and 
а Step on, so | was really pleased. We really 
didn't know, tt was а real step into the dark 
- t's quite different. it uses some of the 
same kind of things like slides and filthy 
drawings, stutf like that, and a couple of 
knob jokes thrown in for good measure. 


‘TS: So ıs this one likely to end up on ће 
telly too? 


RL: | don't know, И would be greal We're 
going to do it on stage again because 
actually |) was just a thing we wanted to do. 
In the and | really enjoy being able to do stuff 
on stage because It's the only time you have 
complete control aver what you do - you 


z 
= 
š 
š 
ш 
š 
= 


МУНОПМА ЗУМ 


do it when you want, the time you want and — 
you do your own poster and say what you 

want in the publicity. Ке kind of the last time 

you can have that control; оп television it's 

bound to be a bigger effort. When Th 


TS: How did it come to end up on 
15/65/0717 Were you approached as with 
the book? 


RL: How did thet come about? | cant 
actually remember. oh yes, it was. 


until | got a letter which said we've got 
money. | nearly fell over, gor blimey | felt: 
— И was a very big shock. 

i'm actually working on a series of co 


well — I dont really know which one is going 
to come first, but | think the radio one ig, 


he is ап Amencan indian descendent, but 
ће wae born and bred in London He calls 
himself a Red Indian whereas ай the Red 
Indians call themselves native Americans, 
50 | was calling him a native Amencan and 
he was going Nan mate, I'm a Red Indian’ 


TS: Anything else looming on the 
honzon? 


is Craig and | are going to Chicago to do 
а science fichon convention. that's all really 
(This was last year, we'll be bnnging you a 
full report Soon) 


TS: Were you asked along to the British 
one? 


RL: Yeah, but | couldn't go - was that the 
‘one in Northampton? 


TS: Yes 


RL: | was working, | was doing another job 
In the afternoon but in fact Craig and | were 
оп а kids’ telly show in the moming | cant 
remember what it was called 


TS: # was Parallel 9 
watched it et the convention! 


RL: Did they? Creig was very funny on it, 
he was on top form | was just 9 bit 
overwhelmed by this amazing set that we 
were in | just thought we were going to do 
е chat show You know, sit in a chair, talk 
and go. But t was this weird space age stuff, 
Craig was nght in there. he didn't miss е 
beat 


everyone 


TS: Have you done much of that kind 
of thing? Appeanng as yourself? 


AL: I've done а few odds and ends - 
Jonathan Ross end a lot of radio stuff like 
that, but not a lot of telly Well, they don't 
do it really, Wogan isn't on anymore, is he? 


TS: Not m the weekday slot, but then you 
could always get а part in Eldorado. 
Maybe not, though, you've had drama 
traming haven't you? 


RL: | haven't actually, I'd be just right for 
Eldorado. 


TS: With ей the other stuff that you're 
doing, із there а chance that you might 
leave Red Dwarf for other things? 


RL; dont know really What Red Dwarf has. 
done is it's given me e sideways kick up the 
bum to get me going it's really оту in the 
last year that people have started о 
recognise me, people will come up to me 
on the tube and say to me "You're 
aren't you?’ it never used to happen, but it 
does е lot now = 


TS: You could always deny 


RL; лед t once and they р 
are’ The most alarming thing al 


waiter іп е restaurant and 
you were Kryten from your 
I thought ‘Oh nol What do Id 
embarrassed 

But no, | realty enjoy doing 
t's given me the freedom td 


Prefer to mix t. about the 
зо that | до mostly writing, t! 


RL: I'm lung with ал Aus 


to spend Chnstmas out there with her family 
1 really love tt, it's an amazing country - | 
was really surprised by it, | didn’t know what 
ıt was going to be like | thought t was all 
going to be like the ХХХХ adverts, and some 
of it is, so when you do find those bits t's 
even more emazing The bits down the 
Coast are just like Wales, only with an 
Intense amount of heat 


TS: You're Iving with Judy Pascoe, who 
turned up in Camille as your perfect 
woman, aren't you? 


RL: it was very astute of them | thought, | 
had nothing to do with tt — they said ‘Who 
do you want to play Carnille?' and | said 1 
don't know, it's not my job is t? Why not 
Judy?’ She actually read for t and they liked 
her so there was e bit of nepotism, but she 
didn't just get the job because. . 


TS: Craig Charles's girifriend was m it 
too, 


RL: | think they worked, didn't they? it was 


very disturbing seeing Judy in it, because 
it was that opposite expenence. | knew what 
it was like weanng tt and she'd seen me in 
it, she couldn't go near me when | had the 
mask on, she'd just run away screaming 


TS: She must know how you feel when 
you go home complammg. 


RL; She was very good, she didn't complain 
at all, she was much tougher than | was. it 
was зо weird the first tme she walked Into 
the studio with the full mask on - we just 
didn't recognise each ofher it was such е 
strange expenence to look at each other and 
think "God, | don't know who that isl’ 


PAUL GRANT 


THEY DON'T 
LOOK LIKE SPACE 
CORPS TYPES. UNLESS 
REGULATIONS WENT 
COMPLETELY DOWNHILL, 
AFTER І LEFT 


WAIT, DON'T 
TELL ME, KRYTEN - IT'S 
A SHIP THAT SET OUT FROM 
EARTH THREE MILLION 


NO MAN, THEY RE 
JUST TOURISTS OUT ОМ SOME 
SORT OF MYSTERY TRIP 


YEAH, 
AND THE MYSTERY 
6. WHO'D LET THEM 
OUT DRESSED LIKE Ë 
THIS? 


IT WASN'T 
QUITE A MYSTERY 
TOUR SIRS. 
THE NAVIGATIONAL 
COMPUTER IS ON 
A PILGRIMAGE 
SETTING 


7 THEY RAN QUT 
YES ^ JOURNEY r اساچ‎ ийт. HMM. CURIOUS 
E كت‎ ` МОТ LINTIL AFTER THEN 20 Ss ae < 
ELIGIOUS IMPORTANCE, № | HAD ALL DIED... 22 ВОР БАСЫ 
LIKE AN ICON ~ OTHER OFFON THEIR WAY TO 
А WEEKEND” RELIC SHOPPING Дт 


THIS MIGHT SHED 
SOME LIGHT ON THE 
SITUATION IT APPEARS 
ТО BE THE JOURNAL 
OF ONE OF THE, er 
„ PILGRIMS 


y E = 9¶ E E = m" 

A KNIGHT THERE WAS. WHO THOUGHT THERE WAS 

NONE GREATER, 

BECAUSE НЕ WAG À KNIGHT OF THE THE -ATRE 
ЦИ SOME NUNS, PRIESTS AND A MONK CAME, EATING DIPS, 
THEY'D BROUGHT THER FRIAR , ТО MAKE THEIR CHIPS 
я $ P EROM METABILIG З HAD COME A SERJEANT, 
BIONIC ARMS, TIN LEG, AND FOND OF ARGENT 
А PLONMAN THERE HAD FAILED ID CHANGE 


1 HIG CLOTHES, 
а" THE SMELL FROM Н/М GOT UP THE PARSON'S NOSE 
1 = p 


60 GET OFF FINE 
HUNDRED IN GOD, Ü 


WE HAD A COOK DN BOARD 
WITH SKILLS ABUNDANT, ALL THIS WAFFLE 
BLIT WE ATE CAPSULES, ВО A V ABOUT PILGRIMS DOESN'T 
HE WAS REDUNDANT i 
THE ROBO: DOCTOR WOULD 
LOSE HiS PATIENTS 
ONCE WE ENTERED 
SUGPENDED ANIMATION 


TOLO HE TALE. ACH 
OUR FACES, AT MEMBER OF THE ENTOURAGE 


FIRST ЕТ WENT ON TO RECITE А 
SHORT STORY 


LISTIE But iF I 
WANTED TD LISTEN © 
X, AN AMATEURE POETRY. 
~ THIS ONE ABOUT 
THE NUN THE COURGETTE 
г s AND JOHN NOAKES Б 
MOST AMUSING 


тне‏ سى 
YES WELL MIGHT BE о қ‏ 
оғ "SUCH РИМ“ QUOTH HE,‏ . 
llinc та 1 me PAceace || rop тавив Vus (ане? ар BY мам VÀ‏ 
МОЕТ OF US WERE CRYING» 4' TO THE ФОО PAN!”‏ 


FOR. и 
THAT'S 5 THE SERIEANT SLAPPED HIG | 
> | пион, AND GENT IT FLYING 


1 THE MOMENT: WE'RE LOOKING | we (alli во миси THAT Ë "LL SAY A PRAYER OF THANKS, » 
f rime 
JUST WHAT b. ^ 
JOHN NOAKES P3 7 " b A 
че č | 3 


cee ^ 
SAY HOW THEY 
|. ALL МЕР? 


" THE HOLY SHROUD ВЕ 
| Ü ге 
TO WHOM 7! CRIED 600 PAN BE DAMNED! THE NE Ру А uc 6 
OUT THE KNIGHT _ KNIGHT UNGHEATHED 4 LAGER ИЕ HAD A FILTHY ВАММТЕ 
WHO GID YOU GAY? ا‎ REPLIED THE SERI AND SLICED DIAGONALLY Щ NOUR misr? /% 
WHAT WAS THAT GOD И саму “THATS WHO ВО. THROUGH THE SERIEANT'S BLAZER |М : 
[THE ФОО WHOSE НОС. =. 
SHRINE WE'RE ОМ Ë 
OUR Way TO 
— 


[LL ван A PRAYER OF Ш 
THanks INE coup Ё 
ENDURE HIM 


НИ WHEN EER WE REACH 
THE AGTEROIO OF TURIN. 


“PIERRE JACQUARD. THE 
INVENTOR OF THE LOOM. 
{5 THAT NOT WHY WE'RE EN 
“YOU UNBELIEVER ! 
THERE #5 BUT ONE TRUE 6O00" 
"AVE! GAID THE WEAVER: 


A FIGHT ENSUED. MIDGT GCUFFLES AND 
OEBATING 

OER JUST WHOSE GHRINE WE ALL WERE. 
PILGRIMATING 

IT GEEMED THIS PILGRIMAGE HAD BEEN 
BOOKED ODD. 

WHEN EACH MAN HAD A TOTALLY 
DIFFERENT GOD 


"O'ER MY DEAD BODY "GAD 
THE BATH WED WOMAN, 
"WE GO TO WORSHIP PLUG, 
THE GOD OF PLUMBIN' 
| "IM SORRY," eap THE 


[^1 SAY THEE мау, "тне SKIPPER? 
YELLED, "WHO SHOWED IN | 
THESE EVIL HEATHENG? MEN, \ 
GING PRAISE TO OPIN!" 


THE MILLER SAID, "WE RE 
PILRIG FOR APOLLO!" 


"HOY! LOOK AT CHAUCER Би с 
WHILE WE'RE BUSY FIGHTING NN 

НЕ өте THERE IN HIS CORNER jË] 
BLEEDIN' WRITING!" 


YES [UNDERSTAND “Q 
INTERNECINE CONFLICT WAS 
ALL THE RAGE ON GARTH IN 
6000 раме - SO. IF THEY ALL 
а © uif THOUGHT THEY WERE GOING 
ON A PILGRIMAGE TO TWENTY 
1 FIVE DIFFERENT HOLY SHRINES 


. ; 
= 


Й AND GO то REST WE 
FINALLY HAVE COME. 

IN SOLEMN e OF 
THE MOST HOLY ONE 


po ` 


THE DARK К 
ON MARCH 20TH... 


€ DC COMICS Inc 1993 


BATMAN. 


<> 52 ACTION-PACKED PAGES 
BATMAN'S ORIGINS EXPLORED ‘<-> 

Ga» GLOSSY FULL-COLOUR COVERS 
FEATURES, STRIPS AND PIN-UPS GD 


Lata; FREE BATMAN POSTCARDS — 
WITH ISSUE 1 24! 
ON SALE MARCH 20TH й 
FREE BATMAN KEY RING 


WITH ISSUE 2 ON SALE APRIL 17TH 


Don't miss this exciting new beginning as Bruce 
Wayne becomes Batman Рог the very first time! 


GARY & КЕЦУЗ PLOT TD KILL 
THE BLACKMAIUNG TAYSEE. 
HAS BACKFIRED WHEN THEY 


ANDRO LOSI ( Tem 


15 (T TRUE, GARY DARLING? 
ARE WE FINALLY RID 
OF З^УЗЕЕ? | 


you INTO 


WHY? АРЕ 
SEM, HONEY? 


50, GARY А KELLY, WOULD 
ASSASSINATE МЕ? НАС 
UTLE DO Trey зоре 


YOU DON'T WAVE TO 
RECOGNISE THE SEATS? 


20 YEARS WITH AMNESIA 
INTHE JUNGLES OF 10 
YO) TRIED то KILL 
МЕ IN THAT MYSTERIOUS: 
SH 


ж 


Tm cm 


Chris Howarth and 
Steve Lyons investigate 


THE BRITTAS EMPIRE 


Ths BBC rehearsal rooms in 
Acton: in its time this building 
must have played host to count- 
less programmee as they were 
perfected betore entering а TV 
studio proper. Yet, using the 
framed photos which 04 
ths walis of the reception srea 
snd the seventh floor, which 
contains the restaurant, as sn 
Indicator sn uninformed visitor 
might ba forgiven for thinking 
that practically the only series to 
ever utilise thelr facilities was 
Doctor Who. There's s certain 


was not to bemoan ths demise 
of a British institution, but to 
moet Red Dwarf's unlikely sex 
symbol Chris Barria and to 
discuss his other TV series, The 
Brittas Empire. 


Created by Richard Fegen and 
Andrew Nomss, The Bnttas Empire 
debuted in January 1991 and provided 
Chns with е starring role as the well 
meaning but totally infunating, irritating 
and insufferable Gordon Brittas, 
maneger of the Whitbury New Town 
Community Leisure Centre. The initial 
Six рай senes was followed ІП 1992 by 
а further seven episodas - the extre 
episode was to assist overseas sales, 
apparently thirteen episode blocks ere 
considered desirable We met up with 
Chns while he was working on the third 
series of Brittas, which was screened 
eerher this year 


The intanor of a TV rehearsal room 
(5 reminiscent of a very low budget 
theatncal production The whole of 


Whitbury leisure centre seemed to be 
contained in a relatrvely smell section 
of e fifth floor room where vanous items 
of furniture were placed inside sections 
marked off on the floor with sticky tape 
A desk and chair 15 used to represent 
the secretary's office, alsewhere a 
locker denotes the changing room and 
similarly basic props were meant to be 
stand-ina for the reception, entrance 
way etc. 


As we amved, that ратсшег day's 
rehearsal was drawing to a close, the 
cast had been working on the episode 
for several hours and were now running 
through it, scene by scene in order, 
overseen by the senes' producer and 
director Mike Stephens. Reluctant to 
interrupt proceedings we stood well 
beck and out of the way We could see 
Judy Flynn, who joined the leisure 
centre staff as Brittas's secretary Julie 
In series two, and Jill Greenacre, who 
plays Linde, doing ascene together but 
we couldn't hear @ word Fortunately 
Chns Barrie soon spotted us and came 
over for е brief chat until he was 
required for his next scena, we were 
surprised to discover that he too found 
rehearsal rooms а little odd Не told us 
‘I've always thought и was strange to 
operate without the real things, but in 
а sense it's good because when you 
get on the set you can take the perfor- 
mance on to е different level 


Almost immediately Chris wes 
summoned back to don the mentle of 
Gordon Впїаѕ once again and we 
realised that if we were to get much of 
an article at all we'd better get e bit 
Closer to the action. By this time much 
of the setting up for the storyline had 
been gone through elready but it was 
possible to detect quite a few sub-plots 
taking place within the context of the 
episode The first involved Helen's 
shoplifting habit which epperently 
recure each time she becomes 
pregnent. 


Although all the cast were dressed 
in their everyday clothes it was inter- 
esting to note that Pippa Heywood who 
plays Gordon's wife had to arrive at the 
leisure centre incognito and actually put 
on the rain mac and dark glasses that 
would be used in the episode, she then 
had to wear a ‘prop’ dress over her own 
clothes but in this case it was essential 
as the various stolen items such as the 
wedding dress, the shoes and the 
handbag needed to be stuffed up it and 
she was wearing trousers (well we 
thought и was interesting) 


Several of the other sub-plots 
Involved an enigmatic American who 
was not only anxious to track down the 
Deputy Manager Laura Lancing (Julia 
St John) - without much luck thanks 
to Brittas — but was also trying to 
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persuade Carole (Нате! Thorpe) to let 
him show the manuscript of har book 
to а publisher frend of his, this despite 
Brittas's protastations that Carole 
shouldn't be ancouraged as а writer 
since tt will only lead to disappointment. 


Most of the cast weren't needed for 
the final coupla of scenes so Russell 
Porter, who plays Tim, and Michaet 
Bums who's the accident prone Colin 
left the rehearsal room along with the 
aforementioned Hamet Thorpe, Judy 


Flynn and Jill Greenacre. 


With the day's rehearsal over we 
headed up to the restaurant. Directly 
outside the door was a large colour 
photo of Сойп Baker as the sixth 
Incarnation of the sadly missed TV 
Time Lord, the Doctor. if we wanted to 
be unkind we could suggest that this 
was perhaps because he was their best 
customer. Anyway, inside we found а 
surprisingly good selection of reason- 
ably priced food and, for those of you 
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occupied by Herr Flick of the Gestapo 
and his sidekickVon Smallhausen, this 
siting confirmed that the man we saw. 
leaving the building as we entared was 
indeed Rana Artois, hero of the resis- 
tance. 


Once wed polished off the sweet and 
sour with pilau rice (98p) plue sundry 
extras tt was at fast time to get to the 
real business of the day and discover 
Chris Barne's thoughts on tha Brittas 
Empire. it would have been пісе to have. 
had writers Fegen and Norriss on hand 
to give datalis on tha запав 
background, but as they weren't we 
asked Chris what he knew. I know it 
was at the BBC for quite a while’ he 
revealed ‘and | know the writers said — 
eventually — that they'd like to do t with 
the younger депагаћоп of sitcom 
actors as opposed to the generation of 
actors who'd become very well known 
in the seventies and aighties in series 
like The Good Life, Allo ‘Allo, etc, They 
wanted to use people that were 
Operating m things like Blackadder, The 
Young Ones, Red Dwar! or whatever 
and my name was bandied about. So 
| went along, we had a chat and we 
sorted something out. 


The Brittes press release implied that 
Chris found many similarities between 
Amoid Rimmer and Gordon Brittas. We 
were curious to know if the latter 
charactar inflamed as many female 
hearts as tha hologram but, obviously 
a litte amberrassed, he admitted 1 
don't know where they coma up with 
these notions. 


Swittly changing the subject, one of 
us, who shall remaln nameless, ignor- 
antly revealed that ha had always 
thought that the Brittas Empire was 
actually filmed entirely in a reai leisure 
centre. Chris didn't laugh at all, That's 
a fine testament to John Bnstow, the 
designer, who does a fantastic Job, he. 
said, and enthusiastically continued, 
‘last week we had an explosion and 
what they did, down at Ringwood where 
we film soma of the exterior parts, was 
build an exact replica of the set we use 
In the studio. On camara you couldn't 
tell the difference at all. 


But, no longer feeling too stupid, we 
both said we thought the outside as 
seen through the doorway into recep- 
tion was totally convincing ‘t's all a 
back-drop, Chris patiently explained, ff 
you're пат! up close to it you think it's 
а naff, hastily done picture of a play- 
ground and a few trees, but if you look 
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оп camera it appears to бе s real, bona 
fide playground and car park’ 


Аз Chris had already mentioned 
Ringwood, which is located near the 
New Forest, we wondered why they 
chose to use a leisure centre so far out 
of town. Ha told us, When the senes 
Started In 1990 | was finishing off е play 
in Winchester and they only overlapped 
by а week. We planned to go some- 
where close, Famham or Ealing maybe, 
but in the end because | was located 
Іп Winchester thay decided to work 
around me and do it in Ringwood. 
Chris didn't seem to mind the extra 
travel however. ‘it’s really nice down 
there, very pratty scenery, and we tend 
fo а! go out in the evenings" 


We mentioned that we'd been 
laughing quite в lot while watching the 
rehearsal, but how did Chns think the 
third series was shaping up compared 
to its predecessors? 1 actually think it's 
gone up a gear, the first senes we knew 
was going to take а while to be ассер- 
ted — evary first series has its teething 
troubles - and peopla were thinking 
"God what an Irritating git! How сап | 
be bothered to watch this?" We knew 
there wes something there though, 
some fuel for the comedy as It were. We 
concentrated on that in the second 
senes andit just 05050 together and got 
better, But | think tha difference 
between the second and фуга is greater 
than the difference between the first 
and second. Not only do the scnpts 
make Brittas а lot more human and, as 


Julia was saying before, give him 
integrity, but they're a lot funnier and а 
lot blacker — it's very enjoyable to до: 


We suggested thet Brittas has 
probably become a better role to play. 


‘Yeah, when you're doing a character 
that In the first series everyone found 
зо irritating it gets to become а bit of 
а pain іп the neck. Everyone was 
saying: "You're so much better as 
Rimmer” But ın the first series of Red 
Dwarf people were saying that Rimmer 
was euch e pam in tha f***ing neck - 


pardon my french. in the second series 
Brittas got more accessible, and in this 
series | definitely think you do see а 
human side to him. He'e obviously got 
10 be annoying because he's that kind 
of cheracter, he's got integrity but по 
social skills, зо you think "shit, if this 
guy could be told how to deal with 
people you'd see his goodness" But if 
that happened there'd be no comedy' 


From experience we're aware of the 
type of people that make up the core 
of Red Dwarf, but what sort of audience 
does The Впизз Empire appeal to? 
‘One area where Brittas has done well 
is in the youth market; Chris revealed, 
"which 15 good but it crosses the whole 
board, the middle-aged can watch ıt 
and enjoy it on the level of a Good Life 
type thing and the kids can like It 
because it has got silly characters and 
explosions.’ 


The programme is obviously very 
populer with viewers end Chris evi- 
dently enjoys making it, so we decided 
fo conclude our chat with him by finding 
out if Brittas is likely to survive beyond 
its third senes. ‘I think, as we speak, it's 
about 99% likely, but nothing's definite 
in this business. There are no plans to 
bring ît to an end just yet, but | think it 
сал be в bad thing ff something runs 
forever and ever. Sometimes, if 6 show 
Is going well, и might be ә good idea 
fo stop it and let the audience say "Мей, 
where's that gone? We want it beck. 
But Вина is still relatively in its infancy; 
this senes will see it mature into 
something more end a fourth and fifth 
will hopefully see it peak In some shape 
or form There's a lot of Ме left in it yet 


ELITTA FELL 


Үт sorry to start off with such a 
downer, but I feel | really must reveal 
something of great sadness to all 
you Smeggies out thare. Better Then 
Life.. ahem... doesn't exist. 


That being said, those of you who 
have mastered the mysteries of the 
written word and are able to dream 
in colour can enter a low-tech version 
of the game simply by buying e 
couple of books and letting their 
imagination run wild. 


What want to recommend this time 
round is represented by two books, 
but if you get off on these then a 
whole world — actually thousands of 
worlds — will part their cloud cover 
and allow you to make contact. I 
went to talk about 'Choose Your 
Own Adventure’ books (also known 
as Interactive Game and Role-Playing 
Books). The Idea behind the books 
is simple (and thus Americen 
Wrestling fens can also enjoy these 
literary 1608005, if only someone 
would be kind anough to read one 
to theml) You start at the beginning 
by assuming the character of some- 
one in the story and then, as you 
follow the adventure, YOU decide if 
you will turn left, or open the door, 
or start the spaceship's engine, or rob 
the blind beggar, or spend the night 
with tha quad-breasted Zyconien 
call-giri (ог, to be fair, the very well 
endowed Phgonian male sex-slave). 


There are two books on the market 
at tha moment which | reelly 
enjoyed. Firstly, the highly inventive 
and hilarious ‘THE STAINLESS STEEL 
RAT WANTS YOUI' (Grafton, £1.95). 
Not only are the words easy tofollow 
but it has lots of pictures tool Tha 


plot is pure pulp but with many 
claver twists along the way. That is 
to say, although it is based on SF 
cornball, the way in which author 
Нету Harrison (for it is he) introduces 
characters and situations makes for 
a thrilling end challenging read. 


Basically you are muscle (and brain) 
for hire. You have been sent undar- 
cover to a prison planet where you 
are to locate a missing professor. 
The prof has invented e terrible 
doomsday weapon (actually, it's a 
very good doomsday waaponl) and 
you must get to him before the likes 
ofthe Star Beast, Robbing Good and 
Arbuthnot the Rejected get their 
hends (and worse) on you or the 
professor. If you feil, you dia. If you 
win, there is e smell button on the 
back of the book which you press. 
This transforms the book into e full- 
sized ballroom where you are the 
toast of the town, get a medal and 
have ell the booze and sex-partners 
you went. Not bad for £1.95, eh? 


The othar book is part of an on- 
going series of adventure books 
called TIME MACHINE. I've picked 
this particular series (and this book 
in particular) for three solid reasons. 


THE PUBLISHERS ОР 
сбор TOUR ADVENTURES а 


MEANT TS (= 
. nl 2 5) 


CIVIL WAR 
SECRET AGENT 


Firstly, К is a series of е very high 
standard. Secondly, it has pictures 
(by Alex Nino for those comic fans 
out there). Thirdly, it is about the 
American Civil War and | am an ACW 
buff. 


The books are published by Bantam 
at £1.25. The idea behind the series 
is that you are a time travelling 
secret agent. (Шр! I've just blown 
your соуеп) Book Five features the 
REBELLious story 'CIVIL WAR SECRET 
AGENT' in which you travel back to 
1860 and take part in an adventure 
set in the period (ia no robots, ray 
guns, clones or T-mat beams). | find 
the approach of the TIME MACHINE 
books high on historical detail and 
very strong on plot. They ere a rere 
example of having е good time and 
learning something about the real 
world. Not bad, ehl (Other books in 
the TIME MACHINE series have 
involved Olde Worlde Knights, des- 
tructive dinosaurs, Savage Samurai 
and pilaging pirates!) 


This book also has a neat back cover 
gimmick. if you press it very herd 
with your index finger you will see 
the back of your finger magically 
turn whitel 


Brian M Clarke 
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HOPING NEVER TO MEET A VERSION OF 
HIMGELF GO PITIFUL AG THAT HE 
ENCOUNTERED UPON RED DWARF. 


AND ALWAYS HOPING THAT THE NEXT ˆ 
LEAP WILL ВЕ THE LEAP HOME 
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YOU SEE РА YOU 
(OOF!) BLT SOMEWHERE 
ALONG THE LINE OUR 

DESTINIES DIVERGE? 


RECALL PRECISELY 
WHEN YOU EMBARKED 
UPON THIS RAMPAGE 
OF BARBARIC EVIL. 


А ONE DAY (UGH') I WENT ON A TRAINING 
FLIGHT WITH YOUNG HOOPER 


“1 REMEMBER IT (UNF!) WE WERE TRAVELLING АЙ 
[| 47 MACH 47, WHEN SUDDENLY (ИН!) 


(CRUNCH) (OUCH) 


5 3 AND ONLY ONE OF US COULD (THUD) 
(UUUGH') POSSIBLY GET THROUGH 


O WHAT DID I РО? LIKE THE SOFT 
IND MATURED GOODY TWO. 
І LET HOOPER GO 
ROUGH AND LET MYGELF CRAGH 


WITHIN 
TWO ¥ 
RIMMERCORPS 
нар BOUGHT OUT 
THE SPACE 
CORPS 


^I SUFFERED DREADFUL CRIPPLING INJURIES 
THEY SAID ГР NEVER FLY AGAIN I COULD ONLY, 


MN INCREASED 

2 WEALTH ТО ік 

MIGHT HAVE DESTROVED Рому WOFKON Ж 

MY BODY. Sin ir HADN'T REVOLUTIONARY, 37 

DAMAGED MY MIND AND NEW. %, 

KNEW SPACE CORPS TECHNOLOGY, г” В 
INGIUE OUT а | 


I SET TO WORK 
IMPROVING Ом THEIR STATE 
OF THE АРТ HARDWARE AND 
Щ SOON ID DEVISED SPACE DRIVES 
THAT RENDERED THE SPACE Ж 
CORPS OBSOLETE 


p BUTI NEVER 
HOW THEY'D 
ALL LEFT МЕ BEHIN? 
ct SED UNNER SE FOR 
DGINGSING POOR CRIPPLED, 
RIMMER 


DOING TH 

AND LETTING HOOPER THRU 

THE GAP, OR DOING THE 
ROTTEN THING — 


| DEVELOPING THOSE REVOLUTIONARY BIONICS — 
ESPECIALLY FOR HIM ^ 
> a m —— M 


ща NOW COME ALONG 
A ES THOSE NI 

AND WILE 
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Deor Smegazine 

Well, I 
10 and here it s- Fr EUR я Сы 
100, 30 
have to 


гез of our heroes. Having sdid that, | wos pretty 
over by issue 11's cover, as | have rather o soft 
for Chris Borrie - but that's me being biased. 
s about all | have to say on the subject, excep! 
koop up the good work and please, pretty please with 
and ice cream (ог curry if you prefer) could we 
have а large poster of our Boys fram the Dwarf? Much 
us | love the smoller роде posters, they om part of the 
Smegazine and i don't want to mutilate my much-loved 


should smegging well appreciate the finer points of Red 
Dwarf. Most of them ore wrong anyway, оз you ore 
quick to point out in your replies. 

Lonne Evons, Nottingham. 


Deor Hol, 

Get out of this one, head! In ‘Justice’ (Red Dwarf 
Моне Cal thinks be vil pet a ван wth Barbro Beni 
and Uster says the Cat is just u little too cocky for 
someone who has never actually mel с real woman 
before. But he has! in ‘Stasis Leok’ (Red Dwarf I1} 
thay meet mony woman, nduding Kristine Kochonski 
Anyway, tho mags fh keep up the good work! 


1 eee . 
фіто: Amm James, you're wrong becouse... et, 
кей... because... ob, bugger. Any ideas, Lianne? 


Dear Red Dwotfers, 

In the February көн of the Smegazins | noticed that in 

ТОКЫ ratte 
gimboid do nol mean anything. In 

pem ебати г tema ri 

‘water fo o water wheel. Thank you for allowing mo to 

show my brilliance 

Joe Winch Furness (big-heoded smog), Barnstopla. 

5 
mastery oi 

actualy ke how o pel fh word dear 7 


The “Jonior Encyclopedia eÍ Space” will be back 
next issue with u deable-sized helping of 
answers to your trickiest questions 


Deor Mike, 
Ter he qe ira ec iyd 
камерна (if you pid 'am) 
tenders, with (taking the rough with the smeeth).. 
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THE RIMMER RISK RECOUNTING AWARD for 
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14 “Al the World is è Диви 2) 
Brian M Clarke dini 


2nd “Fixing Realty” (ian 1) Brion M Carke. 
Той “Know the Game; Tere S Football” (сие 0) 


Steve Robla 
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In The reply te Samantha 070100 latter in suq 3 
THE JACKSON POLLOOL AWARD fer poor 


In Alon Burrows for Holly ја “The End" fives 1-3) 

2nd Alen Burrows for Kochaneki m “The End” {issue 2) 
THE ROCHANSKI AWARD for stunning artwork. 
In Vince Danks for “The белу” picture sinp (Issue 6) 
5 (ela Howard for the Back To Reclity poster (ine 


THE BACK TO REALITY AWARD for overalt best 
т 
я “Aca of the Revers” (issue В) 

Dana/ boris Mitchell 


righi/Reger 

THE САТ AWARD fe ниме 

1я Jake Bla 16:1 story (hua 7) 
км/с 


2nd Holly's Dela Bank (іце 7) Steve Lyons 
xd Тм Interviews 
THE INQUISITOR AWARD бег best 
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‘Now that wo have reached the 
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Corridors, 
Cockpits 


Without Set Designer Ме! Bibby, the 
cast of Red Dwarf would be acting on an 
empty sound stage in the middle of 
Shepperton Studios Аз part of the pro- 
gramme's design team, it is Bibby's 
responsibility to creete the numerous sets 
needed to ropresent the intenor of Red 
Dwarf, Starbug, and the occasional ‘alien’ 
ship 

Bibby joined the production crow of Red 
Dwarf with its third senes, taking over from 
Provious designer, Paul Montague "I was 
actually asked by Paul Jackson to do the 
first episode ot the first series," he reveals, 
“but | was working on e another one of his 
productions which was running et the same 
timo, so | couldn't dot Consequently, 
another designer went on to it, but two 
years later | picked it up from there.” 


Having worked as a designer tor ВВС 
Manchester tor almost two decades, Bibby 
hes worked on neerly every type ot pro- 
gramme produced dunng that penod "I 
sterted on contract, then got e etaff job, 


бб If | was only good at 
sclence fiction, I'd be wait- 
ing around an awful long 
time looking for a job. 33 


па eventually became e designer,” he 

alls "During that time, | worked on pro- 
grammes covenno the whole spectrum 
current affaira, drama, comedy, light enter- 
telnment; the full gamut Тһе BBC tend not 
ficalty target designera to any par- 


nsoles 


ticular group, so you re supposed to do 
everything across the board It) was only 
good at science fiction, I'd be waiting 
around an awful long time looking for e job, 
because there eren’t that many ot those 
Programmes 

“The first job | ever did for Paul Jackson 
was on @ show called Happy Families, 
which he produced and directed We went 
on from there end did Filthy Rich And 
Сатар, so | did quite а tew jobs for Рош. 
As a result, every time he came to 
Manchester to do something - end Red 
Dwarf was one of them - he wanted me to 
doit" 

On Red Dwerf, Bibby ie part of o team 
who create the overall look of the show. 
“As Рт sure you know, Peter Wragg is 
responsible for the model shots and 


pyrotechnics, Howard [Burden] for cos- 
tumes, and thon there's the make-up. 
designer [Andna Pennell]. My concem 15 
the 3D construction on the studio floor, 
roaily " 

While he agrees thet the third senes of 
Red Dwarf has a different look to the previ- 
ous two, Mel Bibby prefers to think of ıt as 
еп evolution rether than an improvement. “1 
think my predecessor, Paul Montague, who 
1$ € colleague of mine, got the bnef,” he 

Says with great deliberetion “И you read 
the books, when they start off with Red 
Dwarf, they talk about e grey complex and 
the combination is all grey and mundane. 
Thot s tha briat Peul got from the initial 
scripts 

"When | came in two years later, they 
had obviously thought rt was all very good 
in the books, but when you've seen it for 
two years it gets a bit boring Rob [Grant] 
and Doug [Neylor] suddenly decided, and 
quite nghtiy, thet everybody is dead on this 
ship, so why the hell don't they try and find 
better accomodation? Thet's when | came 
In, and it gave us the opportunity to 
change the whole look The logic was that 
they ectually move elong the ship, and find 
high rank eccommodetion, as opposed to 
the lower rank. It was е different bnet. 

“| think you ай leam when you put e new 
senes on the air. You learn, and it goes 
from there. I'm not dscrying what Гуа 
done, because | think myeelf and my assis- 


7 Oh, don't mention 
cameras to me! They 
do get in the way. 3 


tants did make a greet contnbution to it” 

Bibby ie quick to point out thet all hie 
sets are based оп what is wntten in the Red 
Dwarf sonpts “The areas that are involved 
in the stock sets - the sleeping quarters, the 
Sclence room, and the intenor of the "Вид - 
are dictated hy what Rob and Doug wnte. 
When we first started out, those wers the 
only three stock sets Then we introduced 
the beck comdor and things like thet, as wa 
developed a little bt | design purely what 
they write, otherwise I'd be designing stuff 
that they couldn't use because they hadn't 
wntten dielogue around it.” 

The designer admits that he was limited 
at first by the amount of space available in 
Manchaster, but adds that the situation has 
since changed. “И wes true et the time, but 
the reason we went to Shepperton was the 
fact thet Manchester virtually closed down 
before It was refurbished. It was then 
extended, and the height was raised at the 
atudio So we were limited at the time, yes, 
but now we're down In Shepperton, 
Economically It's better, and Н obviously 
works from the point of view thet they сап 
actually гећеагва on the set, but | think 
Manchester woold be Бейаг thesa deys. 
The studio size there 1s the same eize as 
Stage G in Shepperton 

“What we did lose by moving to 
Shepperton was thet we put the eudience 
Seating In, which 15 basically toumement 
seating like they heve at golf matches and 
зо forth, and you can't remove them once 
they're ın. When we were in Manchester 
we were ebla to pre-record on а Thursdey 
with sets that were complately different 
from the stock sets. change them eround 
overnight, and then we were able to put the 
stock sets and eudience seeting in, which 
geve ue a lot more room to play with on the 
pre-record. We cen't do that in 
Shepperton, and we're stuck to e могу small WS 
area there," 


The set from the episode Domone And Angele before being ‘destroyed’ (OPPOSITE). 


and the moming efter (ABOVE)! 


BELOW Ме! Bibby the man behind the scenes! 


One of Bibby'e first responsibilities as 
designer was to re-evaluete end refurbish 
the existing sets "The sleeping quartere 
hed to be more up- market, for instance, so 
they were different trom the grey, mundane 
quarters mentioned in the book It looked 
like ө grey bettleship, or e submanne's 
querters, 50 wa went from that into the 
Officers' quarters, which were off-white and 
© little more plush 

“What we talked about at the time was 
thet we'd create different areas, so Lieter'a 
area would bscome really grubby and 
mucky. end Fummer's ares would be pne- 
tine and laid out - this is before Kryten 
сате in to clean for them - but it's difficult 
to show that. You con't have e whita set as 
It appears on television, and create one 
aree clean опа the other one dirty, because 


MIKE VAUGHAN 


it would look absolutely false So rt was the 
Officers’ quarters, end you just have to look 
et ıt as though it was slightly special, аз 
opposed to what they'd been used to. 

“The science lab, where we have the 
central console and the monitors, acted as 
€ medical bay, science room and every- 
thing else, во we didn't have to re-dress it 
аз such. We didn't say, One day it's the 
science lab, and the next dey it's the med- 
ка! boy it wes just а research erea, which 
from the crew's point of view would actually 
become а medical or science area It 
wasn't re-dressed, apart from putling o bed 
In It et one time when we needed e bed “ 

As for the Starbug interior, was Bibby 
restncted by the ship's exterior врреаг- 
ance? “Thet's right. Also, it's difficuit in 
television, because you've got to allow 
enough area for acting and cameras,“ he 
leughs “Oh, don't mention cemeras to me! 
They do gat in the way. 

“Starbug, from my point of view, was an 
afterwards way of working Peter Wragg 
сата up wrth the initial model, so | had to 
maka the cockprt Intanor to fit his ahape. 
Since Peter's 'Bug ie two cylindncal domes, 
to physically do that in the studio would 
have been very expensive forus We made 
ıt look cylindncal to o certain extent, out the 
Join between the cockpit and the intenor 
was squared off, sectioned off if you like, 
зо it was cheapened In e sense, but | think 
it worked." 

Mal Bibby also бий another Starbug set, 
for Marooned, which he considers to be 
one of the classics of the third senes “We 
did о lot in Senes Ill, If you go back through 
it as e whole. It's going beck o long time, 
and | sometimes gat lost with whet we've 
done, but we hed 6 lot of clubs end pubs 
and aida sets |0 that series. 

“Marooned was в опе-ой where they 
went from the sleeping quartere nght into 
the "Вид, end thet was basically ıt. You talk 
to the fans and it's episodes like Marooned 
which etand out for them as being e bit of e 
classic, because it was down to the writing, 
It was down to the characters, and there 
weren't too many effects thrown in there. It 
was the two guys, Lister and Aimer talk- 
Ing to each other and coming to know each 
other.“ 


{ 


MIKE VAUGHAN 


Moving onto Series IV, Bibby already 
hed his standing sets from the previous 
зепез, so he was able to concentrate his 
efforts on creating new side sets. “We put 
in the back comdor, which pleyed e big 
part In the fourth series, because рпог to 
that the sleeping quarters, the Bug and the 
science room were ай separate sets They 
waren't inked together. There was e bit of 
an ante coridor outside the sleeping quar- 
tere, but that was all. 

“When we went to Shepperton we sud- 
denly had thie long run, and | was asked to 
create thie сотдог that they could move 
around in. At the same time, we decided to 
link all the sets together, even the Bug, 
which isn't really linked with the others 


Босапев ite out In space, but by putting an 
exterior dcor into it, It was e door to some- 
where else With the opportunity to iink all 
the sets together мо were able to play with 
the epace a lot better than we did before." 
Although the addition of е permanent 
corridor gave director Ed Bye e little more 
manoeuvrabllity during the fourth series, 
Bibby recalls thet it wasn't always enough: 
“We used thot set е lot, but it was e bit nar- 
row to actually track back. 1 remember one 
episode, in the corridor, whore Lister was 
doing thie long dialogue scene, and it said, 
"As they walk down the corridor ' it you 
paced out the comidor, you sew thet it was 
going to last for about 20 seconds at most - 
but thie scene was going to go on for et 


least e minute! Ed Bye decided they would 
come out through the end door, track back 
with e hand-held camera ай the way, go 
down the corridor, tum around e pillar at 
the end, track back with rt, and then tall out 
of shot. 

“We were able to get ewey with thet shot 
because the согпдог was mundane in the 
sense that the wiring, piping and everything 
else looke the same, so you could double 
back on yourself, and no-one would really 
know where you are. 

“One thing | should зау," Bibby contin- 
ues, "is that with the corridors and e lot of 
other things, | was heavily influenced by 
Alien, one of my favourite science fiction 
film senes of all timo | think it changed the 
market by suggesting that ships don't have 
to look like Star Trok ай the time, that they 
сап be grubby and boiler-shaped or whet- 
ever.” 

‘While on the subject of the well-known. 
SF film, the fourth serias episode ОМА 


(Е With tha corridors and 
a lot of other things, 
| was heavily 
influenced by Alien. 33 


comes to the Set Designer's mind: "I 
shouldn't keep quoting Aen. but when they 
went Into the ship and found the egg end 
everything else, that was an organic ehape. 
Obviously, | would have loved to have done 
е lot more with the shapes than we did, but 
thet was the last episode of the senes and 
we completely and utterly ran out of money. 
“Basically, the story was that they were 
shooting e commercial on the stage next to 
us, and they hed used an ewful lot of poly 


styrene, which | hed been planning to use 
before running out of money. | went to see 
the art director on this commercial and 
said, ‘When you're finished, what are you 
going to do with it?' and he said, ‘I'm 
going to throw it eway,' so my essietant 
and | spent г very snowy оћетооп loading 
this van full of polystyrene, sending it off to 
our contrector who wes near Heathrow 
Airport, and reshaping it into vanous 
shapes. | would love to heve done more 
with DNA, but | couldn't because we didn't 
have the money То me, it's not one of my 
favourites. | think rt turned out a bit 
nesty.” 

Waa there o Series IV episode that 
Bibby wss happier with? "I suppose 
Meltdown, where we did that little head- 
quarters and then the OB filming stuff. 

^| don't know, it's difficult to say with- 
out really looking back et them That 
series really didn't stand out as a whole, 
trom my point of view 1 think we were 
really short of money, во thet particular 
asnes wsa not the best we couid have 
done " 

Fortunately for the design department, 
the budget was increased for Series V, 
aliowing Ме! Bibby to stretch himself cre- 
atively "What happened was, оп Senes Ш 
we hed quite е large budget, becaues we 
had to change all the sets With Senes IV 
they thought, "We've got the new sats, 
let'é try end reduce the money levei o Иве 
bit. Thet money wos not saved beceuse, 
being an independent production working 
with the BBC, if you're given e budget 
you've got to use thet budgat, ofherwise 
you don't get your money back, so thet 
Was e big mistake | think we proved thet 
the budget on Sones 1¥ was not adequate, 
зо on Sones V tt got a little better - much 
better in fact." 

While Bibby је happier with Senes V аз 
а whola, he can't resist picking а favounte 
apisode, "It's got to ba Back To Reality, 
where we had to go to the video arcede, 
and we had to put this tue machine 
inside My thinking there wes that they'd 
been in this сате for four years, and 
nobody takes much interest in those. 
агааз, 50 ме made it look very grubby and 
smelly 

“| think the general feel of thet particu- 
lar script wes another classic. You didn't 
know where you were, you didn't know 
whether this was the end of the sanes, 
with all these different twists and tume. | 
think the whole episode was bniliant “ 

Although many viewers may not heve 
realised it, Back To Reality also hed e 
strong connection to an ёагйег episode 
Bibby ехрішпе “If you look carefully, 
you'll see that Holoship has the sama set. 
We started off with Holoship, making it 
look all спар and clean and white, but 
when we did Back To Reaitty - where we 
put the machine in front of where they're 
а! seated - the backing is 140/0570 back- 
Ing. it's completely repainted, with e lot of 
machinery put in, ез opposed to windows. 
The comdors were completely revamped 
and used again too 

"One of the things you leam doing 
something like Red Dwarf is that you can 
ectually use ө lot of scenery you're build- 
ing et the same time You juet give it e re- 
Paint, siep e few mouldings on end ræ- 
shape tt, and you can get awey with it es 
another ship.” 

So whet did he think of Holoship in gen- 


› set designs on Craig Charles's new show Cyberzone 


eral? “At the end of the dey, I didn't think 
ıt was very good, but when we were 
rehearsing it and | read it, | thought it was 
very good | don't know, И seems to have 
lost somathing." 

Another example of re-dressing в set so 
it could be used өдап wsa Demons And 
Angels in which Bibby used existing sets, 
but in wildly different forms. “It wes tun, 
but it wes а chore Бесепав we had to 
destroy the science lab and the sleeping 
quarters and dirty them down We had to 
heve them high peak to stsrt with, and 
then we had to 'destray' them ovemight. 
The structure is exactly the same; we just 
had to change the props around: а few wil- 
low brenches or whatever in the ‘high’ sit- 
uation, and е greasy old motorbike and 6 
lot of tin cans in the dirty situation, 

“Again, we raided the skips eround the 


ЕЕ We raided the skips around 
the Shepperton area, and 
then went around to the prop 
houses and got ан the junk 
we could get hold of. 3 


Shapperton area, and then went around to 
the prop houses and got ali the junk we 
could get hold об In fact, the motorbike in 
the 'low' sleeping quarters, | don't think 
you ever see it es o motorbike; it's just thie 
mass of junk. It was lying around outside 
this workshop, and | saked the guy И we 
could borrow it. Apparently, someone had 
en eccident on it 12 yesrs earller and just 
left it thare, it had rusted out, so we juet 
wheeled it onto the set. | don't know why 
there waa a motorbike in the middle of the 
ship, but there you go. it went with all the 
other stuff." 

The last episode filmed dunng Series V 
was Quarantine, which presented а diffor- 
ent sat of problems for Bibby'a teem, 


asked 


за оме те 


а gai 
models of the Cyberzone set are 


“There were в few things on that," he 
sighe. "It was а very late script, and the 
guys hedn't really gotten this one together 
early оп, so we hed very littla tima to do it. 

“We toyed with the idee of knocking the 
two arees into one - the science lab end 
the sleeping quarters - and making it one 
big quarantine room, but 1 said at the time 
А would be far too big. We're talking 
about 40 to 50 feet long, and ít wouid have 
been like trecking down а barrel from а 
camera point of view. 

“Than we looked into turning the sleep- 
ing querters into something еве. 

Logically, we can say thet Hed Dwarf is a 
modular ship, therefore the querentine 
aree would be ә clone of the sleeping area, 
but totally repainted. Then we would put 
thie video window In, and things ilke that " 

Despite е slight dissatistaction with the 
fintshed set for Quarantine, Bibby is philo- 
sophical about it, and the senes in general 
"I think when you do things like thie with 
limited time and budget, you start making 
excuses for what you're doing, such за 
saying the quarantine area 15 e clone of the 
sleeping quarters. At the end of the day, it 
did look like ıt муза ө revemped sleeping 
quarters, but thet was what we ware etuck 
with. 

"Г never lose sight of the fact that all I'm 
doing is a backdrop for tha dialogue, Н 
you talk to any of the fans they might say, 
"Oh yeah, thet sat wea good,' but they're 
certainly not going to remember it in detail 
йке | do, Why should they? Thoy're just in 
it for the acting and the gegs " 

As to his work оп бөлез Vi, Mel Bibby 
hopes for more of the excitement and cre- 
ativity thet is a part of Red Dwarf. “I'm 
really looking forward to it,” he enthuses. 
“It's ane highlight of my year Everybody 
has hie fevountes, and Red Dwarf ts one of 
mine. It's e bit of 6 pain when you're doing 
ıt, trying to get the whole thing together, 
and it's very hard work, but with justifica- 
tion. Не worth doing, it's о good сф 
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WARWICK BEDFORD 
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NAME: Knstne Kochenski 


KNOWN ALIASES: Моле. Well, the 
label on hər hologrammic projection 
box does actually read 'Kochanski, 
CZ, but we can overlook that little fact 
ип the nama of continuity, nght? 


SPECIES: Human, albeit, e dead 
one. 

OCCUPATION: As far es Lister's 
concerned, driving him mad by looking 
great ın tight clothes. Kochanski's 
presence as e crew member on ‘Red 
Dwarf was the one thing which kept 
him going, as she became to him an 
icon representing the peace, content- 
ment and love which he wished to have 
in his Ша Unfortunately, Kochanski 
was totally unaware of this, and tended 
to see her occupation as being more 


along the lines of ‘Navigation Officer 
on e mining ship’ Now, of course, as 
Ноћу зо delicately pointed out that, 
having been reduced to cinders, she's 
really only good for оппо paths with 
when it snows! 


ORIGINS: The same as aii human 
Ше, presumably 


EDUCATION: Yes, end lots of n 
Kochanski was definitely someone 
destined for success m ife, or at least, 
she would heve been if not for you- 
know-what happening. Rimmer, 
being quite the opposite, thought of her 
25 ө “snooty сом", but perhaps what 
rankled him was the fact thet, at some 
ten years or 50 younger than he was, 
she had managed easily to achieve the 
Officer status which he never could 


KOCHANSKI 


SKILLS: Kochanski remains the only 
woman capable of completely tuming 
Lister's head, something of an inherent 
Ste and а miracle in itself, given his 
earlier reluctance to settle down Не 
atinbutes this largely to 5 
amazing рибі smilel 


HOBBIES: Косћапак! often pan 
cipated in the time-honoured ‘dance 
around the handbag’ at "Несі Dwarf's' 
seemingly frequent social gathenngs. 
Unlike certain other members of the 
crew, she enjoyed membership of в 
large social circle. 


MUSICAL TASTES: Rumoured to 
have e liking for 20th Century рор 
band Altered Images’ 


ROLE MODELS: Реорю without 
curry stains on their shirts, apparently 


KNOWN ASSOCIATES: - David 
Lister, Third Technician The two were 
, absolutely, haad-over-heeis 
In love. Well, Dave was anyway After 
not such a long time at ай, Кослалек! 
threw him over in favour of someone 
she actueily fancied! Ап old boyfriend 
of пега, it seems 
- Ап unnemed гоот-таје whom 
Dave and the Cat met bnefly when 
they returned to "Несі Dwarfs’ past ма. 
ө stasis leak If not for Lister's presence 
of mind and fast actions, she could well 
have become the basis of Cat's first 
‘encountar’ with the fairer sex 
- Dave Lister again, albert an older 
and wiser version Finding в way © 
travel back through time, the future 
Lister finally plucked up the courege 
to make an honest woman of his pare- 
mour The couple honeymooned in the 
Ganymede Holiday Inn, after which the 
fate of both is a іе unclear (Hey, 
which universe was this?!) 


GROUP AFFILIATIONS: The На 
А Wonderful Life" appreciation society, 
Red Dwarf Branch (membership. 2 — 
D. Lister and K Kochenski) 


AMBITIONS: Well, they're not really 
all thet Important now, ere they?! 
Certainly, one of Lister's ambitions is 
to somehow reunite himself with his 
lost love However, the nearest ha has. 
got thus far was an encounter with 
Rimme, who had transfered his 
demented brein Into Kochanski's 
hologrem body The very thought was 
enough to put Lister ой for life — 
although not so much that his Despair 
‘Squid induced hallucination didn't offer 
up е successful relationship with 
Kochanski as the ‘objective’ In the 
game of his life Sad, isn't it? 
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